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Section 4 -- THE ESSENTIAL/NONESSENTIAL ISSUE 
Exercise 4.1 
Directions: For the indicated element, insert necessary punctuation. 
 
1. The suspect (who entered the bank) offered no resistance at the 

time of his arrest. 

2. My sister Mary was with me; my other two sisters JoAnn and Linda 

were at home on that date May 2. 

3. The police officer arrived in a black and white car a patrol car 

at the same time (that I arrived). 

4. The mask (that he was wearing) covered his entire face. 

5. Have you ever heard the words “high-risk candidate”? 

6. I went to my brother’s chiropractor Dr. Peters that day Monday 

after the accident on the stairs. 

7. We have to rely on the purchaser the customer of the equipment for 

the specific job to give us feedback on the product.  

8. The first witness Ned Barrows has given testimony (which is 

consistent with every other witness’s in this case). 

9. His family business (which is a dry cleaning operation) had been 

in existence for a decade ten years. 

10. This defendant Mario Contreras had every opportunity every chance 

to change the course of events on that night. 

11. Only one the judge may make the rulings as to matters of law. 

12. That guy the one in red was definitely at the scene that night. 

13. The woman an experienced secretary was applying for the vacancy in 

our office. 

14. Would you tell us the qualifications of Park Garrison the 

candidate (that you are endorsing). 
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Section 4 -- THE ESSENTIAL/NONESSENTIAL ISSUE 
Exercise 4.1 Answers  
 
1. The suspect (who entered the bank) offered no resistance at the 

time of his arrest. 

2. My sister Mary was with me; my other two sisters, JoAnn and Linda, 

were at home on that date, May 2. 

3. The police officer arrived in a black and white car, a patrol car, 

at the same time (that I arrived). 

4. The mask (that he was wearing) covered his entire face. 

5. Have you ever heard the words “high-risk candidate”? 

6. I went to my brother’s chiropractor, Dr. Peters, that day, Monday, 

after the accident on the stairs. 

7. We have to rely on the purchaser, the customer, of the equipment 

for the specific job to give us feedback on the product.  

8. The first witness, Ned Barrows, has given testimony (which is 

consistent with every other witness’s in this case). 

9. His family business, (which is a dry cleaning operation), had been 

in existence for a decade, ten years. 

10. This defendant, Mario Contreras, had every opportunity, every 

chance, to change the course of events on that night. 

11. Only one, the judge, may make the rulings as to matters of law. 

12. That guy, the one in red, was definitely at the scene that night. 

13. The woman, an experienced secretary, was applying for the vacancy 

in our office. 

14. Would you tell us the qualifications of Park Garrison, the 

candidate (that you are endorsing). 
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Section 4 -- THE ESSENTIAL/NONESSENTIAL ISSUE 
Exercise 4.2 
Directions: For the indicated element, insert necessary punctuation.  
 
1. The driver (who caused the accident) was deemed to be under the 

influence of a controlled substance. 

2. This man a convicted felon cannot be trusted to behave as a 

responsible member of society. 

3. Martin Sullivan the vice president is being considered for the top 

job in our company. 

4. Fay Thom (who is the best friend of our office manager Mae Wong) 

turned out to be a con artist. 

5. I believe that Margaret Kelley (who is the best candidate for this 

position) will be appointed. 

6. This man a devoted father to his family his extended family is 

being wrongly accused here. 

7. I need a doctor someone (who can give me some relief). 

8. Her psychiatrist Dr. Tandy has very impressive credentials. 

9. We left there on Friday the day after the funeral. 

10. I called upon those people (that I knew would be able to assist me 

on this project). 

11. The injury the broken tibia and sprained ankle did not prevent me 

from working during the time of recovery. 

12. My mother (who was the assistant in our office) really kept the 

company together during the crisis. 

13. She phoned Eliza her personal trainer immediately after the 

accident on Monday March 15. 

14. The women seated in the second row are the defendant’s relatives. 
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Section 4 -- THE ESSENTIAL/NONESSENTIAL ISSUE 
Exercise 4.2 Answers  
 
1. The driver (who caused the accident) was deemed to be under the 

influence of a controlled substance. 

2. This man, a convicted felon, cannot be trusted to behave as a 

responsible member of society. 

3. Martin Sullivan, the vice president, is being considered for the 

top job in our company. 

4. Fay Thom, (who is the best friend of our office manager, 

Mae Wong), turned out to be a con artist. 

5. I believe that Margaret Kelley, (who is the best candidate for 

this position), will be appointed. 

6. This man, a devoted father to his family, his extended family, is 

being wrongly accused here. 

7. I need a doctor, someone (who can give me some relief). 

8. Her psychiatrist, Dr. Tandy, has very impressive credentials. 

9. We left there on Friday, the day after the funeral. 

10. I called upon those people (that I knew would be able to assist me 

on this project). 

11. The injury, the broken tibia and sprained ankle, did not prevent 

me from working during the time of recovery. 

12. My mother, (who was the assistant in our office), really kept the 

company together during the crisis. 

13. She phoned Eliza, her personal trainer, immediately after the 

accident on Monday, March 15. 

14. The women seated in the second row are the defendant’s relatives. 


